Can | back up my repository without having to rebuild ?

Question

My Fedora repository is very big and a complete rebuild would take too long. How can | back up my repository so that | don't have to rebuild it?

Answer

When performing a complete backup, several steps are involved:

. Copy disable-writes.xml (see below) into $FEDORA_HOME/data/fedora-xacml-policies/repository-policies/default

. Run $FEDORA_HOME/server/bin/fedora-reload-policies.sh reloadpolicies https admin-user admin-pass (this immediately makes any repo-wide
policy changes active without requiring a restart; change https to http if your server only supports http)

. Wait a few minutes to let any in-progress writes complete.

. Do a database+filesystem backup (see this page for the files involved)

. Remove disable-writes.xml

. Run fedora-reload-policies again
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This could be scripted as part of a regular backup process. Step 3 is not perfect, however: if you wait 5 minutes but someone is in the middle of upload a
multi-GB file to the repository, you might still get an inconsistent backup. You could also watch the low level system activity (thread dump, strace, Isof, etc)
to see if there are any ongoing writes.

<?xm version="1.0" encodi ng="UTF-8"?>
<Pol i cy xm ns="urn:oasis: nanmes:tc:xacm :1.0: policy"
xm ns: xsi ="http://ww. w3. or g/ 2001/ XM_Schena- i nst ance"
Pol i cyl d="di sabl e-writes"
Rul eConbi ni ngAl gl d="ur n: oasi s: nanmes: tc: xacm : 1. 0: rul e- conbi ni ng-al gori thm first-applicable">
<Descri pti on>di sabl e writes</Description>
<Tar get >
<Subj ect s>
<AnySubj ect/ >
</ Subj ect s>
<Resour ces>
<AnyResour ce/ >
</ Resour ces>
<Acti ons>
<Acti on>
<Acti onvat ch Mat chl d="urn: oasi s: nanes: tc: xacnl : 1. 0: functi on: string-equal ">
<Attri buteVal ue DataType="http://ww. w3. or g/ 2001/ XM_Schena#st ri ng" >urn: f edor a: nanes: f edora: 2. 1: acti on:
api - nx/ Attri but eval ue>
<Acti onAttributeDesignator DataType="http://ww.w3.org/ 2001/ XM_.Schena#stri ng"
Attributeld="urn:fedora: nanes: fedora: 2. 1. acti on: api "/ >
</ Acti onMat ch>
</ Acti on>
</ Acti ons>
</ Tar get >
<Rul e Rul el d="1" Effect="Deny"/>
</ Pol i cy>
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