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4.1 Merging 

 

4.1.1 77A field 

 

The 77A field is a “possible merge” field. The field highlights potentially matching 

identities and can be used to manually merge records or confirm where records relate to 

separate identities. 

 

Example 

 

 
 

The 77A field includes the following data1: 

 

 $a subfield: JNAM#PERSON - the source code and category of name, e.g. 

PERSON or ORG2. If there is more than one source in the record, the subfield will 

include the first source listed in the 0353 field. 

 

 $b subfield: P – the relationship between this record and the record to which it is 

linking, e.g.: P = possible merge; M = merge; N = not equal; U = unknown 

 

 $x subfield: 82.644 – the evaluation score which indicates the level of similarity 

in the data between the two linked records. For a 77A field to be present there 

will need to be a score of at least 60, indicating a 60% match in the data4.  

 

 $9 subfield: 037232460 - the Pica Production Number (PPN) of the linked record. 

  

                                                 
1
 Note that the 77A field may not be reciprocated on the linked records and may only appear on one potentially 

matching record. 
2
 For guidance on merging organisations, see 7.3  

3
 For further information about the 035 field, see 3.2.5 

4
 Note that this subfield is only present where potential matches have been highlighted automatically by the 

ISNI matching programme. An evaluation score is not required when manually merging records on WinIBW. 

See 4.1.3 for guidance on merging records manually.    

pica3://isni.oclc.nl:16035,1,5965472/?%5Czoe%20%5Cppn%20037232460
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4.1.2 Viewing potentially matching records 
 

There are 2 ways of viewing records which are potentially matching. 

4.1.2.1 Tile vertical/horizontal 

 

It is possible to display all the potentially matching records on the same screen using the 

“tile vertical” and “tile horizontal” commands5. 

4.1.2.2 The \dup display 
 

When a record with a 77A field is displayed on the screen, enter the command \dup in 

the search bar. 

 

Example 

 

 

  

 

The \dup command displays all linked records on the same screen. 

  

                                                 
5
 For guidance on using the tile command to view linked records where a 77A field is present, see 2.3.5. 
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The record on the left-hand side of the screen is always the record with the 77A present. 

The record on the right-hand side of the screen is the record to which it is linking as a 

potential match. 

 

The green text in the display highlights any matching data. The red text indicates data 

where no match has taken place. The green text may not always be consistently applied 

but should be seen as a useful pointer to where data may have matched.     

 

Note that the command \dup will only work where a 77A field is present. It will not work 

on records to which a 77A field is linking.  

 

To exit the \dup display, select the back blue arrow key on the toolbar to return to a 

previous search (see 2.7.4) or begin a new search using the search bar (see 2.2) or the 

search form (see 2.4.1). 

 

4.1.3 Merging records manually 

 

Records can be merged manually by the ISNI Quality Team6. There are 3 ways to merge 

records on WinIBW: 

 

 amend an existing 77A field (4.1.3.1) 

 add a new 77A field (4.1.3.2) 

 use the command \dup (4.1.3.3)  

  

                                                 
6
 Note that ISNI members can also merge records. Members are instructed not to merge where i) there are titles 

with a wide range of subjects; ii) there are main & variant names which do not resemble each other; iii) there are 

mixed main names & pseudonyms among the main names & name variants; iv) there is not enough information; 

v) anything looks suspicious or they are just not sure. Records in these categories are reported to the ISNI 

Quality Team for review.  
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4.1.3.1 Amending an existing 77A field 

 

Where a 77A field exists on a record and the potentially matching record relates to the 

same identity, the $b subfield of the 77A field can be manually changed to M. 

 

Example 

 

77A $aJNAM#PERSON$bP$x82.481$9371592925 is amended to: 

 

77A $aJNAM#PERSON$bM$x82.481$9371592925 

 

The merge programme on WinIBW is run twice a day, at 11.00 (GMT) and 16.00 (GMT). 

Matching records containing the status of M in the $b subfield are merged at these times 

and a report is sent to the ISNI Quality Team highlighting the number of merges and 

whether they were successful. 

 

Once editing is complete, an 006 verification field will need to be added7. 

 

Note that existing 77A fields with the source VIAF should be changed to ISNI prior to 

merging.  

 

Example 

 

77A $aVIAF#PERSON$bP$x86.81$9391592924 is amended to: 

 

77A $aISNI#PERSON$bM$x86.81$9391592924 

      

 

4.1.3.2 Adding a new 77A field 

 

It is also possible to manually add a 77A field to a record with a $b subfield status of M, 

if this field is not already present in the record.  

 

Example 

 

The following record relates to the identity “Standing, James”, writer on civil and 

environmental engineering. The record has 2 non-VIAF data sources, JNAM and SCHU8. 

  

                                                 
7
 For guidance on adding the 006 field following a merge, see 4.1.4.  

8
 For a list of VIAF and non-VIAF data sources, see 1.5 

pica3://isni.oclc.nl:16035,1,131944/?%5Czoe%20%5Cppn%20371592925
pica3://isni.oclc.nl:16035,1,131944/?%5Czoe%20%5Cppn%20371592925
pica3://isni.oclc.nl:16035,1,131944/?%5Czoe%20%5Cppn%20371592925
pica3://isni.oclc.nl:16035,1,131944/?%5Czoe%20%5Cppn%20371592925
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Another record for this identity with VIAF data sources also exists on ISNI.  

 

 
 

In order to carry out a merge, manually add a 77A field to one of the records9. 

 

To merge the VIAF record for the identity “Standing, James” on to the JNAM/SCHU 

record, display the VIAF record and select the “update” command above the search bar. 

 

 

  

                                                 
9
 For the order of precedence regarding which record will be merged and which ISNI will be retained, see 4.1.10  
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The following display will appear: 

 

 
 

Manually insert the 77A field by clicking anywhere on the record with the mouse and 

hitting return. A space will appear in the record for text to be inserted10. The record will 

display as follows: 

 

 
  

                                                 
10

 Note that MARC fields do not have to be inserted into the record in any particular order. WinIBW sorts the 

fields into the correct order once the “Enter” command has been selected. For a list of MARC fields see Chapter 

3 (ISNI data) and Appendix 1.  
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The manually added 77A field includes the following data11: 

 

 $a subfield: ISNI#PERSON - the source code and category of name, e.g. 

PERSON or ORG12. All 77A fields manually added by the ISNI Quality Team would 

include the source “ISNI.” 

 

 $b subfield: M – enables the record to merge 

 

 $9 subfield: 124403727 - the Pica Production Number (PPN) of the linked record. 

 

Once the 77A field has been added and no further editing work is required, select the 

“enter” command which is above the search bar. WinIBW will return to the full screen 

display. 

 

The merge will occur via the matching/merging programme on WinIBW. This programme 

is run twice a day at 11.00 (GMT) and 16.00 (GMT)13. 

 

Once editing is complete, an 006 verification field will need to be added14.     

   

4.1.3.3 Using the \dup display 

 

In the \dup display, the following commands appear at the bottom of the screen – equal, 

unequal and unknown. 

 

Example 

 

   

  

                                                 
11

 Note that the 77A field may not be reciprocated on the linked records and may only appear on one potentially 

matching record. 
12

 For guidance on merging organisations, see 7.3  
13

 Note that further data is added to the record as a result of a merge. For guidance on the additional data, see 

4.1.7 
14

 For guidance on adding the 006 field following a merge, see 4.1.4.  
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In order to merge the records, select the “equal” command. 

 

The display will remain the same but the 77A field will be amended as follows: 

 

 
 

 

The merge will occur via the matching/merging programme on WinIBW. This programme 

is run twice a day at 11.00 (GMT) and 16.00 (GMT)15.   

 

To exit the \dup display, select the back blue arrow key on the toolbar to return to a 

previous search (see 2.7.4) or begin a new search using the search bar (see 2.2) or the 

search form (see 2.4.1). 

 

Once editing is complete, an 006 verification field will need to be added16.     

 

4.1.4 Merging records – adding an 006 verification field 

 

An 006 verification field will need to be added to all merged records once the editing 

process is complete. This field can be added to any merged record, including those 

where no VIAF data is present.   

 

Records with an 006 field are known as “XA” records and are given a specific status on 

VIAF. XA records are used to prevent incorrect merges between VIAF clusters and to 

split VIAF data where false matching has occurred. 

 

Example 

 

The VIAF record for the identity “Brun, Georg” has been merged with a record containing 

data from non-VIAF sources. An 006 field has been added by the ISNI Quality Team17. 

 

 
  

                                                 
15

 Note that further data is added to the record as a result of a merge. For guidance on the additional data, see 

4.1.7 
16

 For guidance on adding the 006 field following a merge, see 4.1.4.  
17

 An 006 field can be added manually. Alternatively, the ISNI verify functionality can be used. Selecting ISNI 

verify inserts blank $a and $b subfields into the record and automatically populates subfields $c, $1 and $2. 
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The 006 field includes the following data: 

 

 $a subfield: merge - the description of the editing work carried out 

 $b subfield: ISNIQT – source carrying out the editing work 

 $c subfield: verified – status of the record, e.g. edited and verified by the ISNI 

Quality Team 

 $1 subfield: 2014-09-16 11:30:23 – date and time the 006 field was added 

(note that this field is added automatically, once the “enter” command has been 

selected) 

 $2 subfield: ISNI – source of the 006 field 

  

Where individual VIAF data sources have duplicate records, they will need to be notified 

directly - see 4.1.5 and 4.1.7.5. 

4.1.5 Merging records with duplicate data sources 

 

Once a record is merged all the data contained in that record is transferred across to the 

newly merged record. 

 

However, only one 7XX main name heading is permitted for each data source. 

 

If there are duplicate records by the same data sources, ISNI will retain one of the 

headings in a 7XX field. The duplicate 7XX will be added as a 4XX see reference. 

 

Example  

 

There are duplicate VIAF LC/NACO and BIBSYS records for the identity “James 

Standing.” 

 

In the following record, there is a VIAF LC/NACO personal name heading “Standing, J. 

R.$qJames R.”  

 

There is also a VIAF BIBSYS personal name heading “Standing, J. R.” 

 

 

  

 

There is also a VIAF LC/NACO and BIBSYS heading “Standing, Jamie” in a separate 

record for the same identity. 
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Merging these records has resulted in the following record on WinIBW: 

 

 
 

Note that there is now only one VIAF LC/NACO and BIBSYS main name heading for this 

identity: 

 

700 10$aStanding, J. R.$qJames R.$3public$2VIAF$2LC$0nb2002039025 

700 1#$aStanding, J.R.$3public$2VIAF$2BIBSYS$0x02007693 

 

The duplicate VIAF LC/NACO and BIBSYS headings for “Standing, Jamie” have now been 

added as personal name see references. Multiple 4XX see references for the same source 

are permitted. 

 

400 1#$aStanding, Jamie$3public$2VIAF$2BIBSYS$0x05001760 

400 1#$aStanding, Jamie$3public$2VIAF$2LC$0nb2003028334 

 

Note that the local identifier of the duplicate authority record for each source is added in 

a $0 subfield. 

 

Once editing is complete, an 006 verification field will need to be added18.     

 

Individual VIAF data sources will need to be notified directly by the ISNI Quality Team 

regarding any duplication in their authority data19.  

  

                                                 
18

 For guidance on adding the 006 field following a merge, see 4.1.4.  
19

 For guidance on notifying VIAF sources, see 4.3.2.4  
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Non-VIAF data sources receive automatic notifications of duplicates via the 977 

notification field20. 
 

4.1.6 Merging records with multiple 77A fields 

 

Multiple records can exist for the same identity on WinIBW. These records may be linked 

by a 77A field, highlighting a potential match. There may also be multiple 77A fields, 

linking to more than one record for the same identity. 

 

In these cases, the merging process on WinIBW works more effectively when the 77A 

fields all link to the same record.  

 

Example 

 

The following records all relate to the identity “John H. Bowman”, a librarian.  

 

Record 1 – A VIAF/BRTH record, with an assigned ISNI (PPN: 124293158). 

 

 
 

Record 2 – An ALCS record, with “provisional” status (PPN: 123977827).  

 

This record contains two 77A fields, both linking to duplicate ALCS records for the same 

identity, records 3 and 4 below.   

 

 
 

 

  

                                                 
20

 For further details about the 977 notification field, see 4.1.7.4  



14 

 

Record 3 – An ALCS record, with “provisional” status (PPN: 123805732) 

 

This record contains one 77A field, linking to record 4 below   
 

  

 
 

Record 4 – An ALCS record, with “provisional” status (PPN: 123805724) 

 

  

 

In this case, one record would be chosen as the “main” record21. The other records 

would contain a single 77A field linking back to the “main” record. 

 

In the above example, the following process would be followed:  

 

Record 1 – the main record.  

 

Record 2 – delete the two existing 77A fields and add a new 77A to link with record 1, 

e.g. 77A $aISNI#PERSON$bM$9124293158  

 

Record 3 – delete the existing 77A field and add a new 77A to link with record 1, e.g. 

77A $aISNI#PERSON$bM$9124293158   

 

Record 4 – add a new 77A field to link with record 1, e.g. e.g. 77A 

$aISNI#PERSON$bM$9124293158  

 

Records 2, 3 and 4 will now merge on to record 1. 

 

Once the editing is complete, an 006 verification field will need to be added22.     

  

                                                 
21

 To ensure a record is retained as the “main” record in the merging process, see the order of precedence in 

4.1.10 
22

 For guidance on adding the 006 field following a merge, see 4.1.4.  
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4.1.7 Additional data fields on a merged record 

 

A record on WinIBW will contain additional fields following a merge.  

 

4.1.7.1 Sources – 035 field 

 

035 data source fields are added from each merged record23.  

 

Example  

 

In the following merge a VIAF record has merged on to a JNAM/SCHU record.  

 

The existing 035 fields on the retained record represented JNAM and SCHU: 

  

035 ##$lJNAM$045543 

035 ##$lSCHU$09066161ACE47B01E00FDB45989A173AA 
 

Following the merge, a further 035 field has been added from the VIAF record: 

 

035 ##$lJNAM$045543 

035 ##$lSCHU$09066161ACE47B01E00FDB45989A173AA 

035 ##$lVIAF$012548584   

 

4.1.7.2 Deleted ISNI, merged with this record – 097 field  

 

The 097 field lists the ISNIs from each merged record. These ISNIs are considered as 

deleted but are retained on the record and can still be used for the purposes of 

searching/retrieval.  

 

Example 

 

A VIAF record with an assigned ISNI 0000000037461274 has merged on to a 

JNAM/SCHU record with an assigned ISNI 0000000124403726.  

 

The newly merged record has retained the JNAM/SCHU ISNI in the 003 field24: 

 

003 $00000000124403726  

 

However, an 097 field has now been added for the deleted VIAF ISNI: 

 

097 $00000000037461274$aassigned 

 

The $0 subfield is the deleted ISNI. The $a subfield is the status of that ISNI as it was in 

the former record, e.g. assigned or provisional. 

  

                                                 
23

 For guidance on the 035 field, see 3.2.5 
24

 For guidance on which ISNI would be retained following a merge, see the order of precedence in 4.1.10. 
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4.1.7.3 Deleted PPN, merged with this record – 098 field 

 

The 098 field is the deleted Pica Production Number (PPN) of each merged record25. 

 

Example 

 

A VIAF record with the PPN 037461273 has been merged on to a JNAM/SCHU record 

with the PPN 124403727. 

 

The newly merged record has retained the JNAM/SCHU PPN in the 000 field: 

 

000 124403727 

 

However, an 098 field has now been added for the deleted PPN: 

  

098 $0037461273 
 

4.1.7.4 Notification of merges – 977 field 

 

A 977 field is added automatically for each merge where the ISNIs have a status of 

“assigned”. This field submits a merge notification directly to VIAF and non-VIAF data 

sources. The data source is informed that an existing ISNI has been deleted and are 

provided with the new ISNI. 

 

Example 

 

A VIAF record with the ISNI 0000000037461274 has merged on to a JNAM/SCHU record 

with the ISNI 0000000124403726. The JNAM/SCHU ISNI has been retained. The 

following 977 notification field has been added to the newly merged record: 

 

977 ##$tmerge$2VIAF$012548584$b2012-10-09 17:00:03 

$y0000000124403726$zDeprecated ISNI = 0000000037461274 
 

This field contains the following data: 

 

 $t subfield: merge – a record of the action that has occurred 

 

 $2 subfield: VIAF – the data source of the merged record 

 

 $0 subfield: 12548584 – the identifier of the merged record, e.g. a VIAF cluster 

number    

 

 $b subfield: 2012-10-09 17:00:03 - the date and time in which the merge took 

place   

 

 $y subfield: 0000000124403726 – the retained ISNI  

 

 $z subfield: Deprecated ISNI = 0000000037461274 - the suppressed or 

deleted ISNI, now in the 097 field 

  

                                                 
25

 For further information on the PPN, see 3.2.1. Note that unlike the deleted ISNI, the deleted PPN is not 

searchable on WinIBW. 
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Note that where an ISNI has “provisional” status a 977 notification field is added. This is 

because only assigned ISNIs are diffused to data sources so they would not have 

received those with “provisional” status. 

 

4.1.7.5 Notification of duplicates – 977 field 

 

An additional 977 notification field is added to the record where the merge process has 

identified duplicate records from the same data source. 

 

4.1.7.5.1 Duplication – Non-VIAF sources  

 

Notifications of any duplicates are submitted automatically to non-VIAF sources, 

following a merge on WinIBW.    
 

Example 

 

The non-VIAF data source “ALCS” had duplicate records for the identity “John H. 

Bowman.” These separate records have now been merged on WinIBW to form one 

record.  

 

A 977 notification field is automatically added to the record to alert ALCS to the fact that 

they have duplicate headings for this identity. 

 

977 ##$tduplicate$2ALCS$02259841$b2012-10-11 17:00:06$g05-07-2013 

21:15:28$x2259840$zassigned ISNI = 000000012429315X 

 

The field contains the following data: 

 

 $t subfield: duplicate – a report of the problem, e.g. duplication 

 

 $2 subfield: ALCS – the data source with duplicate records 

 

 $0 subfield: 2259841 – the local identifier of the duplicate record    

 

 $b subfield: 2012-10-11 17:00:06 - the date and time in which the merge took 

place on ISNI 

 

 $g subfield: 05-07-2013 21:15:28 – the date and time in which the source was 

notified of the error  

 

 $x subfield: 2259840 – the retained local identifier  

 

 $z subfield: assigned ISNI = 000000012429315X - the retained or new ISNI 
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4.1.7.5.2 Duplication – VIAF sources 

 

Notifications of duplicates are not submitted automatically to individual VIAF data 

sources, following a merge on WinIBW. Individual VIAF sources will need to be contacted 

directly by the ISNI Quality Team26.  

 

A 977 notification field highlighting duplication for individual VIAF sources is added to the 

record on WinIBW, following a merge. However, this field is only submitted to VIAF who 

do not act on the notification. It is not submitted to individual VIAF sources.   

 

4.1.8 Linking 77A fields relating to different identities 
 

Where a 77A potentially matching field links to a different identity, the $b subfield of the 

77A should be manually changed from P to N. 

 

Example 

 

A 77A field is present on the record for the identity “Timothy Johnson”, author of works 

on botany. 

 

  

However, the potentially matching record is for a different Timothy Johnson who is a 

musician. 

  

                                                 
26

 For guidance on notifying VIAF sources, see 4.3.2.4  

 



19 

 

The 77A field is amended, as follows: 

 

    

 

Rather than merging, a 950 field will be generated in this record which prevents the 

potential match from being flagged again. 

 

 

 
 

 

If using the \dup display (see 4.1.2.2), the following commands appear at the bottom of 

the screen – equal, unequal and unknown. 

 

If the potentially matching record relates to a different identity, select the “unequal” 

command. 

 

The display will remain the same but the $b subfield in the 77A will automatically be 

amended to “N”. 

 

This will also generate a 950 field in the record to prevent this potential match from 

being flagged again. 

 

Note that a 950 “no relation” field can be manually added, even without the presence of 

a 77A, in order to prevent false matches from occurring in the future.  
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4.1.9 Linking 77A fields relating to both matching and non-matching identities 

 

Where multiple 77A fields are present on a record, they may link to both matching and 

non-matching records. 

 

In this case, amend the $b subfield of the 77A to M for matching identities, following 

4.1.3.1. 

 

Once the editing is complete, an 006 verification field will need to be manually added27.     

 

For non-matching identities, amend the 77A $b subfield to N, following 4.1.8 

 

The matching identities will merge. A 950 field is generated in the merged record for any 

non-matches to ensure that they will not be flagged again. 

 

4.1.10 Merging criteria – Order of precedence 

 

There is a specific order of precedence used by WinIBW to determine which ISNI is 

retained, following a merge.  

 

The order of precedence is as follows: 

 

1. A record with assigned status is preferred to a record with provisional or suspect 

status 

2. The record containing a “preferred source” is given preference, if all records are 

assigned28   

3. If there is no preferred source, the ISNI record with the most sources or highest 

confidence level29 is retained  

4. If still no record is chosen, the ISNI with the lowest value will be retained 

  

                                                 
27

 For guidance on adding the 006 field following a merge, see 4.1.4.  
28

 Preferred sources on ISNI are currently JISC Names (JNAM) or Ringgold (RING). Preferred sources are 

recommended by the ISNI Technical Advisory Committee and approved by the ISNI Board on grounds of 

having high quality data that has been disambiguated  
29

 For further details on the confidence level, see Appendix 1. Usually, records with more data sources will have 

a greater confidence level. However, there are exceptions such as where there has been direct contact with an 

identity or publisher. Records edited by the ISNI Quality Team are given the highest confidence level (level 99), 

so would be preferred over records with more data sources (but not over records in the first two categories in the 

order of precedence)   
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4.2 Data enhancement 

 

Where additional data is found during the course of research, this can be added to the 

appropriate record on WinIBW. It is best practice to add information that could enhance 

the record and improve possibilities for data matching.  

 

Common examples of data enhancement can be found in Chapter 5 and include: 

 

 Adding data (e.g. titles, ISBNs, variant names, etc.) – 5.4.3.1 

 Adding identifiers (e.g. ORCID, Researcher ID, Scopus) – 5.4.3.2 

 Adding web links – 5.4.3.3 

 Citing bibliographic sources – 5.4.3.4 

 General public notes – 5.4.3.5  

 

Example  

 

A full name has been found for the identity “Ho, W. S.”  

 

 
 

The name can be added to the record on WinIBW, along with the source “ISNI” and any 

relevant citations to justify the information found. To edit the record select the “update” 

function above the search bar. 

 

The record will display as follows: 
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Manually insert the appropriate MARC fields by clicking anywhere on the record with the 

mouse and hitting return. A space will appear in the record for text to be inserted30. 

 

 

 
 

 

In the above example, one form of name has been manually inserted into the record as 

a 700 personal name main heading31: 

 

700 1#$aHo, Wing Sze Vanessa$2ISNI 

 

Additional forms of name have been inserted as 400 personal name see references:  

 

400 1#$aHo, Vanessa$2ISNI 

400 1#$aHo, W-S Vanessa $2ISNI 

 

Note that the $2 source code “ISNI” is added at the end of each manually inserted field. 
 

Any form of name found can be established as the main heading or reference. ISNI is 

not seeking to establish unique name access points32. 

 

Where data has been added to the record, it must be justified with relevant citations. In 

the above example, two public note fields have been added to justify the additional 

forms of name found.  

 

671 ##$aBritish journal of pharmacology, June 2003:$bp.585-597 (W-S 

Vanessa Ho, Department of Pharmacology, University of Cambridge, Tennis 

Court Road, Cambridge CB2 1PD)$f2012-10-11 15:15:12$gr$2ISNI 

 

671 ##$aUniversity of Nottingham School of Biomedical Sciences newsletter, 

March 2006:$bp.3 (Wing Sze Vanessa Ho - aka Vanessa)$f2012-10-11 

15:15:12$gr$2ISNI 

  

                                                 
30

 Note that MARC fields do not have to be inserted into the record in any particular order. WinIBW sorts the 

fields into the correct order once the “Enter” command has been selected. For a list of MARC fields see Chapter 

3 (ISNI data) and Appendix 1.  
31

 When adding one form of name this will need to be a 7XX main heading. Where there are multiple forms of 

name, select one as the 7XX and the remaining name forms as 4XX references. 
32

 For further guidance on main and variant name forms on ISNI, see 3.2.7.  
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An 006 verification field will need to be added to the record once the editing is 

complete33. All data enhancement work is categorised as “data corrected”.  

 

Records with an 006 field are known as “XA” records and are given a specific status on 

VIAF. XA records are used to prevent incorrect merges between VIAF clusters and to 

split VIAF data where false matching has occurred. 

  

 

 
 

 

The 006 field includes the following data: 

 

 $a subfield: data corrected - the description of the editing work carried out on 

the record 

 $b subfield: ISNIQT – source carrying out the editing work 

 $c subfield: verified – status of the record, e.g. edited and verified by the ISNI 

Quality Team 

 $1 subfield: 2014-11-06 11:30:23 – date and time the 006 field was added 

(note that this field is added automatically, once the “enter” command has been 

selected) 

 $2 subfield: ISNI – source of the 006 field 

  

  

                                                 
33

 An 006 field can be added manually. Alternatively, the ISNI verify functionality can be used. Selecting ISNI 

verify inserts blank $a and $b subfields into the record and automatically populates subfields $c, $1 and $2. 
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4.3 Data errors 

 

Records on WinIBW may contain errors from individual data sources such as erroneously 

attributed titles or incorrect dates. These errors will usually require some editing work 

and notification to data sources.  

 

For records requiring disambiguation and more extensive editing work, see: 

 

 Disambiguating VIAF cluster errors – 4.4 

 Splitting data sources – 4.7    

 

4.3.1 Non-VIAF data sources  

 
Data errors by non-VIAF contributors need to be considered in conjunction with the 035 

field34. Separate workflows are required depending upon the particular non-VIAF 

contributors to the record and the number of 035 identifiers for each source. 

 

There are 3 categories of non-VIAF data errors: 

 

 Non-VIAF data sources, with a single 035 identifier for each source – see 

4.3.1.1 

 Non-VIAF data sources, with multiple 035 identifiers for at least one 

source – see 4.3.1.2 

 Data errors for the non-VIAF sources BOWKER, TEL and ZETO – see 

4.3.1.3    

 

4.3.1.1 Non-VIAF data sources with a single 035 identifier 

 
Example 
 

The following record contains Scholar Universe (SCHU) and JISC Names (JNAM) data for 

the identity “Rubin, Gerry”. Note that there is a single 035 identifier for each source.  

  

                                                 
34

 For further details about the 035 field, see 3.2.5 



25 

 

 
 

 

SCHU have erroneously attributed the title “Routine breast screening for women aged 

65-69” to this identity. This work was actually by a Gary Rubin so will need to be 

removed from this record. There is no existing record on ISNI for this identity.    

 

The following workflow is required: 

 

1. Remove the erroneous title from the record for “Rubin, Gerry” and any additional data 

that may be appropriate.  

2. Create a new ISNI record for the identity “Rubin, Gary”, author of “Routine breast 

screening for women aged 65-69”  

3. Add a notification to SCHU to alert them to the error in their data 
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Removing data from an existing record 

 

When removing data and copying to a new or existing record, use “Tile Vertical” to 

display 2 records on the same screen35.     

 

Example 

 

 
 

 

Select the “insert” command above the search bar to create a new record. The new 

record appears as a blank screen. Select “update” to enable editing of the existing 

record.  

 

 
 

  

Cut and paste any data relating to the identity “Rubin, Gary.” However, only cut and 

paste data where the relation to this identity is obvious or can be found easily though 

research, e.g. title, ISBN, publisher.  

  

                                                 
35

 For guidelines on the use of “Tile vertical”, see 2.3.4 
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In this example, the following data for “Rubin, Gary” needs to be transferred to the new 

record: 

 

910 ##$a@Routine breast screening for women aged 65-69: results from 

evaluation of the demonstration sites$2SCHU  

912 ##$a@British Journal of Cancer$2SCHU 

921 ##$aEast Sussex, Brighton and Hove Breast Screening Service$2SCHU 

 

Cut and paste the data to the new record and change the data source to ISNI. Add the 

name of the identity in a 7XX field.  

 

 

 
  

 

Select the “enter” command above the space bar on the new record. WinIBW provides a 

series of prompts for each mandatory field required. Copy and paste each mandatory 

field from the existing record. 

 

The first mandatory field is the 00236. The prompt appears at the top left hand side of 

the screen. 

 

  

 
 

 

Copy and paste the 002 field from the existing record on to the new record and select 

the “enter” command. A prompt will appear for the mandatory 008 field at the top left 

hand side of the screen.   

  

                                                 
36

 For guidance on the 002 field, see Appendix 1 
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Copy and paste the 008 field from the existing record on to the new record. 

 

 

 
 

 

Select the “enter” command. There is now a new record for this identity on WinIBW. The 

search history page appears with the PPN37 of the new record highlighted in blue. The 

PPN also appears on the top left hand side of the screen. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Double-click on the highlighted blue bar in the search history page. The new ISNI record 

will now display. 

 
  

                                                 
37

 For guidance on the PPN, see 3.2.1 
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Note that the new ISNI record has a “provisional” status in the 003 field38. This is the 

case for all new records. Select the “update” command and change the ISNI status in 

the $a subfield to “assigned” and delete the $b subfield. 
 

  

 
 

 

All new ISNI records can be submitted to VIAF, even when containing no previous VIAF 

data. An 006 verification field should be added manually to the new record once the 

editing is complete39.   

  

                                                 
38

 For guidance on the 003 field, see 3.2.2 
39

 For further information about the 006 verification field, see 4.2.1 & 3.2.3. The description “split” would 

usually be added to a new record in the 006 $a subfield. 
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Select the “enter” command. The new record is now complete. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Once the new record is complete, a notification needs to be sent to the non-VIAF 

contributor to enable them to correct the data at source.  

 

A 977 notification field needs to be manually added to the record. This field generates a 

report back to non-VIAF data sources to highlight any data errors. 
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Example 

 

The notification field is added to the existing record which contained the data error and 

not the new record. 

 

In the records below, a 977 notification field to SCHU has been manually added by the 

ISNI Quality Team to the existing record on the left-hand side of the screen. 

 

  

 

The field contains the following data: 

 

 $t subfield: dataError – a report of the problem 

 

 $2 subfield: SCHU – the data source requiring notification    

 

 $b subfield: 2012-10-10 14:42:55 - the date and time the notification was 

added to the record  

 

 $z subfield: Author of "Routine breast screening for women aged 65-69" is 

Gary Rubin. See: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2375256/pdf/85-

6692047a.pdf - the note to the source highlighting the nature of the problem 

and providing some evidence where appropriate 

 

Note that once the data source has received notification of the error, an additional $g 

subfield is automatically added to the 977 field. This subfield contains the date and time 

in which the source was notified. 

 

Example 

 

In the record below the date of the notification to the source is contained in the $b 

subfield of the 977 field. An additional $g subfield has been added automatically, once 

the data source has received notification.  
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An 006 verification field will also need to be added manually to the original record. This 

field can be added to any record, including those where no VIAF data is present.   

 

It is good practice to also add a 667 non-public note with a summary of the problem and 

the editing work carried out.  

 

 

Once the editing is complete, select the “enter” command which is above the search bar. 

WinIBW will return to the full screen display. 
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4.3.1.2 Non-VIAF data sources, with multiple 035 identifiers for at least one 

source 

 

Example 
 

The following record contains ALCS data for the identity “Earley, Peter.” Note that there 

are two 035 identifiers for ALCS. 

 

 
 

 

The title “Confessions of a spy” has been erroneously attributed to this identity. This 

work was actually by a different Peter Earley. 
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The following workflow is required: 

 

1. Delete any incorrect data in the record and add it to an existing record or create a 

new record, where appropriate. 

2. All 035 fields for the relevant data source will also need to be copied to each new or 

existing record  

3. Add a notification to the source to alert them to the error in their data 

4. Notify Janifer Gatenby at OCLC (Janifer.Gatenby@oclc.org) 

 

 

Removing data to an existing record 

 

When removing data and copying to an existing record,40 use “Tile Vertical” to display 

multiple records on the same screen41. 

 

Example 

 

In the following example, ALCS data for “Earley, Peter”, an educationalist, needs to be 

transferred to an existing record for “Earley, Peter”, a spy author.  

 

Display both records on the screen and select “update” to enable editing. 

  

                                                 
40

 For removing data and copying to a new record, see 4.4.1.1 
41

 For guidelines on the use of “Tile vertical”, see 2.3.4 

mailto:Janifer.Gatenby@oclc.org
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Cut and paste any data relating to “Earley, Peter”, the spy author. However, only cut and 

paste data where the relation to this identity is obvious or can be found easily though 

research, e.g. title, ISBN, publisher.  

  

In this example, the following data for “Earley, Peter”, the spy author, needs to be 

transferred from the record for “Earley, Peter”, the educationalist: 

 

910 ##$a@CONFESSIONS OF A SPY$2ALCS  

 

Cut and paste the data to the new record, but retain the data source as ALCS. If the 

source is not present on the record you are transferring data to, a 7XX main heading will 

also need to be added for that source. 
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Note that in the above records, the ALCS title has been added to the record for the spy 

author on the right-hand side of the screen. A 700 personal name main heading has also 

been added with the source ALCS, as this source was not previously present on the 

record.  

 

 

Adding 035 data source fields 

 

 

All 035 fields for the relevant data source will also need to be copied to each new or 

existing record. 

 

Example 

 

In the record on the left-hand side of the screen there are two ALCS data source fields 

for the educationalist “Earley, Peter.” Both these data source fields will need to be copied 

to the record for “Earley, Peter”, the spy author.   
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Adding a notification field 

 

Once the editing is complete, a notification needs to be sent to the non-VIAF contributor 

to enable them to correct the data at source.  

 

A 977 notification field needs to be manually added to the record. This field generates a 

report back to non-VIAF data sources to highlight any data errors. 

 

The notification field is added to the original record which contained the data error. 

 

Example 

 

In the records below, the following 977 notification field to ALCS has been manually 

added by the ISNI Quality Team to the record on the left-hand side of the screen: 

 

977 ##$tdataError$2ALCS$b2014-09-30 10:42:55$zAuthor of "Confessions of 

a spy" is a different Peter Earley. See: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pete_Earley (spy author) & 

http://www.ioe.ac.uk/study/LCLL_54.html (educationalist) 
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The field contains the following data: 

 

 $t subfield: dataError – a report of the problem 

 

 $2 subfield: ALCS – the data source requiring notification    

 

 $b subfield: 2014-09-30 10:42:55 - the date and time the notification was 

added to the record  

 

 $z subfield: Author of "Confessions of a spy" is a different Peter Earley. 

See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pete_Earley (spy author) & 

http://www.ioe.ac.uk/study/LCLL_54.html (educationalist) - the note to 

the source highlighting the nature of the problem and providing some evidence 

where appropriate  
   
Once the notification field has been added and editing is complete, select the “enter” 

command which is above the search bar. WinIBW will return to the full screen display. 

 

 

Notifying Janifer Gatenby at OCLC 

 

Once the editing is complete, an email should be sent to Janifer Gatenby at the following 

address: Janifer.Gatenby@oclc.org 

 

The email should include details of the PPN and ISNI of both the original record 

containing the data error and any new/amended record. 

 

  

mailto:Janifer.Gatenby@oclc.org
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Example 

 

Hello Janifer,  

 

There are 2 ALCS 035 identifiers on the following record: 0000 0004 1607 2017 (PPN: 

416072011) 

 

The ALCS title “CONFESSIONS OF A SPY” relates to a different Peter Earley – 0000 0001 

1056 4676 (PPN: 110564677). 

 

I have amended the data and added the ALCS title to the correct record, along with both 

035 identifiers. A 977 notification field has also now been added to PPN: 416072011. 

 

Regards, 
 

[Name] 

ISNI Quality Team 

[Address] 
 

4.3.1.3 BOWKER, TEL and ZETO  

 

The data sources BOWKER, TEL & ZETO are treated as a separate category from other 

non-VIAF contributors. Their data represents bibliographic titles rather than authority 

records so there may be multiple identifiers from the same source within an individual 

record.  

 

Example 

 

In the following record there are 2 titles by the data source BOWKER: 

 

910 ##$a@Armenia :$bThe Essential Guide to Customs and Culture$2BOWKER 

910 ##$a@Aeronomy of the Middle Atmosphere :$bChemistry and Physics of 

the Stratosphere and Mesosphere$2BOWKER 

 

For each title there is a corresponding 035 field with the data source BOWKER. BOWKER, 

TEL & ZETO fields are in the same order, so the first 035 relates to the first ISBN/title. 
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The above record represents the identity “Solomon, Susan”, writer on Armenia. 

However, the second BOWKER title represents another identity - the author of the work 

“Aeronomy of the middle atmosphere.” This title has merged incorrectly with this record 

due to mixed identities in VIAF NTA data. 

 

The following workflow is required:   

 

1. Check whether the identity represented by the BOWKER title “Aeronomy of the middle 

atmosphere” is on ISNI.  

2. If there is an ISNI record for this identity, cut and paste the relevant BOWKER data 

(including ISBNs and 035 fields) from the record for “Solomon, Susan”, writer on 

Armenia, to the correct record.   

3. If no record exists on ISNI for this identity, create a new ISNI record by cutting and 

pasting the relevant BOWKER data from the record for “Solomon, Susan”, writer on 

Armenia.  

4. Add a notification to BOWKER to alert them to the fact that the ISNI for the author of 

“Aeronomy of the middle atmosphere” has now changed. 

5. VIAF data may also need to be corrected. For amending VIAF data, see 4.3.2  

 

 

Removing data from an existing record 

 

When removing data and copying to a new or existing record, use “Tile Vertical” to 

display 2 records on the same screen42.     

 

Example 

 

A record already exists on ISNI for the identity “Solomon, Susan,” author of “Aeronomy 

of the middle atmosphere.” 

  

                                                 
42

 For guidelines on the use of “Tile vertical”, see 2.3.4 
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Cut the relevant BOWKER data relating to the author of “Aeronomy of the Middle 

Atmosphere” from the record for the writer on Armenia. Paste this data on to the 

existing record for this identity43.  

 

 

  

  

                                                 
43

 Note that if BOWKER data is not already on the existing record, a 7XX will also need to be added with 

BOWKER as the source. 

 



42 

 

In this example, the following data has been transferred: 

 

035 ##$lBOWKER$038496-9789027717672 

901 ##$a9789027717672$2BOWKER 

910 ##$a@Aeronomy of the Middle Atmosphere :$bChemistry and Physics of 

the Stratosphere and Mesosphere$2BOWKER 

 

  

Select the “enter” command above the space bar on both records. 

 

 

  

 

Once the new record is complete, a notification needs to be sent to inform BOWKER that 

the ISNI for the author of “Aeronomy of the Middle Atmosphere” has changed.   

 

A 977 notification field needs to be manually added to the record44. This field generates 

a report back to the appropriate data sources. 

 

The notification field is added to the record to which the data has been split and not the 

record which contained the incorrect merge. 

 

  

                                                 
44

 Note that a 977 notification field is required for each BOWKER/ZETO/TEL title split from the original record  
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Example 

 

In the records below, a 977 notification field to BOWKER has been manually added by 

the ISNI Quality Team to the record on the right-hand side of the screen. 

 

 
 

 

The field contains the following data: 

 

 $t subfield: split – a report of the problem 

 

 $2 subfield: BOWKER – the data source requiring notification 

 

 $0 subfield: 38496-9789027717672 – the appropriate identifier from the 035 

field relating to the split BOWKER title    

 

 $b subfield: 2014-10-07 17:29:16 - the date and time the notification was 

added to the record  

 

 $y subfield: 0000000368854531  - the ISNI previously associated with this 

BOWKER title/ISBN  

 
   
Once the notification field has been added and editing is complete, select the “enter” 

command which is above the search bar. WinIBW will return to the full screen display45. 

  

                                                 
45

 Note that in the original record there is still incorrect data from VIAF NTA. For guidance on correcting VIAF 

data see 4.3.2 
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4.3.2 VIAF data errors 

 

VIAF data may contain errors from individual sources such as erroneously attributed 

titles or incorrect dates.  

 

Example  

 

A record for the identity “Solomon, Susan”, writer on Armenia, contains a title from VIAF 

NTA relating to a different identity – “Aeronomy of the Middle Atmosphere.” 
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4.3.2.1 Workflow   

  

1. Delete any incorrect data in the record. If the incorrect titles are not found on ISNI, 

add them to the correct record for the identity (with the source ISNI) or create a new 

record (with the source ISNI)   

2. Protect the record from further VIAF updates by adding an 009 protect field 

3. Send an email notification to the appropriate VIAF source to alert them to errors in 

their data 

 

4.3.2.2 Deleting incorrect VIAF data 

 

The following title will need to be deleted from the record for the identity “Susan 

Solomon”, writer on Armenia: 

 

910 ##$a@Aeronomy of the Middle Atmosphere :$bChemistry and Physics of 

the Stratosphere and Mesosphere$2VIAF$2NTA 

 

This title belongs on the record for another Susan Solomon. However, as the title is 

already present on the existing record it will not need to be added.  

 

Delete other data from VIAF NTA where the relation to the incorrect title is obvious or 

can be found easily though research, e.g. ISBN, publisher.  

 

The following ISBN will need to be deleted: 

 

901 ##$a9789027717672$2NTA 
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4.3.2.3 Protecting records from VIAF updates 

 

Although the record has been corrected on ISNI, the incorrect data remains on the VIAF 

record. Data can only be removed from VIAF when corrected by the relevant source. This 

can potentially take months, so it’s important that ISNI records containing corrected 

VIAF data are protected in the meantime. 

 

The 009 protect field prevents further updates from VIAF46. 

 

Example 

 

The following protect field has been added to the record for “Solomon, Susan”, writer on 

Armenia. 

 

 
 

 

 

The 009 protect field contains the following data: 

 

 $2 subfield: VIAF – prevents updates from VIAF to the ISNI record 

 

 $b subfield: 2014-10-10 12:00:04 – the date the protect field was added 

 

 $c subfield: ISNI – protect field added by ISNI   

 

 $e subfield: removed VIAF NTA title – a summary of the editing work carried 

out on the VIAF data 

 
An 006 verification field should also be added manually to the new record once the 

editing is complete47. 

  

                                                 
46

 Note that 009 protect fields can also be manually added to prevent updates from non-VIAF sources. However, 

we would not routinely seek to prevent updates from non-VIAF data sources.  
47

 For further information about the 006 verification field, see 4.2.1 & 3.2.3.  



47 

 

 
 

   
Select the “enter” command on both records. The editing is now complete. 
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4.3.2.4 Notifying VIAF sources 

 

VIAF sources need to be contacted directly in regard to any data errors and 

disambiguation.  

 

 

The current list of contact emails is as follows: 

 

 

VIAF 

code 

Institution Contact name Email address 

BNE  Bibliothèque 

nationale 

d’Espagne  

Ricardo Santos Muñoz ricardo.santos@bne.es 
 

JPG Getty  Patricia Harpring pharpring@getty.edu 

 Bibliothèque 

nationale de 

Norvège 

Frank Berg Haugen Frank.Haugen@nb.no  

ICCU Institut central 

pour le 

catalogue 

unique (Italie) 

Maria Lucia Di Geso l.digeso@iccu.sbn.it  

Franca Papi f.papi@iccu.sbn.it  

NUKAT NUKAT Center 

of the 

University of 

Warsaw Library 

Leszek Śnieżko l.r.sniezko@uw.edu.pl  

NSK Bibliothèque 

nationale et 

universitaire de 

Croatie 

Ana Knežević-Cerovski acerovski@nsk.hr  

 Bibliothèque 

nationale du 

Luxembourg 

Stefanie Buhles Stefanie.Buhles@bnl.etat.lu  

LC Bibliothèque du 

Congrès et 

NACO 

Adresse générique 

NACO 

naco@loc.gov  
  

SUDOC ABES –Agence 

bibliographique 

de 

l’enseignement 

supérieur  

Adresse générique 

IDREF idref@abes.fr 

 

BNF  Bibliothèque 

nationale de 

France 

Soit coordination 

catalogue soit adresse 

ad hoc utilisable aussi 

pour les notifications 

potentiellement 

envoyées par VIAF 

isni@bnf.org 

 

NLP Bibliothèque 

nationale de 

Pologne 

Zofia 

Zurawinska.(« system 

librarian »)  

Marta Cichoń (expert, 

 

z.zurawinska@bn.org.pl 
 
m.cichon@bn.org.pl  

 

mailto:Frank.Haugen@nb.no
mailto:l.digeso@iccu.sbn.it
mailto:f.papi@iccu.sbn.it
mailto:l.r.sniezko@uw.edu.pl
mailto:acerovski@nsk.hr
mailto:Stefanie.Buhles@bnl.etat.lu
mailto:naco@loc.gov
mailto:idref@abes.fr
mailto:isni@bnf.org
mailto:z.zurawinska@bn.org.pl
mailto:m.cichon@bn.org.pl
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mettre en copie) 
  

RERO RERO - Réseau 

des 

bibliothèques de 

Suisse 

occidentale 

Adresse générique  check.cat@rero.ch 
  

NDL Bibliothèque de 

la Diète 

Adresse générique 

autorités 

autdata@ndl.go.jp 

 

 

NTA Bibliothèque 

royale des Pays-

Bas 

Yvonne van der Steen 

 

Adresse générique  

Yvonne.vanderSteen@KB.nl 

 

catalogisering@kb.nl 
 

PTBNP Bibliothèque 

nationale du 

Portugal  

Maria Luisa Santos 

 
 

mlsantos@bnportugal.pt 
 

DNB Bibliothèque 

nationale 

Allemagne 

Adresse générique gnd-info@dnb.de 
 

NKC Bibliothèque 

nationale de la 

République 

tchèque 

Dr. Zdenek Bartl  

 

Zdenek.Bartl@nkp.cz 
 

LAC Bibliothèque et 

Archives 

Canada  

Adresses génériques 

Resource 

Description/Description 

des ressources  

Et  Cataloguing 

Standards    

Description/Description des 

ressources :  resdesc@bac-lac.gc.ca 

Cataloguing 

Standards  Standard@bac-lac.gc.ca 

NLI National Library 

of Israel 

Riny Goldsmith marina.goldsmith@nli.org.il 
 

 
 

An email is sent to the source. Replies will vary depending on the nature of the query. 

However, a standard reply will include: 

 

 An introduction explaining the role of the ISNI Quality Team  

 A brief explanation of the problem, with evidence where appropriate (e.g. web 

citations, VIAF clusters, etc.) 

 The name and address of the person in the ISNI Quality Team 

  

mailto:check.cat@rero.ch
mailto:autdata@ndl.go.jp
mailto:Yvonne.vanderSteen@KB.nl
mailto:catalogisering@kb.nl
mailto:mlsantos@bnportugal.pt
mailto:gnd-info@dnb.de
mailto:Zdenek.Bartl@nkp.cz
mailto:resdesc@bac-lac.gc.ca
mailto:Standard@bac-lac.gc.ca
mailto:marina.goldsmith@nli.org.il
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Example 

One VIAF NTA title has been deleted from the ISNI record for the identity “Solomon, 

Susan.”  

 

The following email notification is sent to Yvonne.vanderSteen@KB.nl 

 

Hello Yvonne, 

I am part of the ISNI Quality Team, which includes both the British Library and 

Bibliothèque nationale de France. We perform manual checking and data correction in 

the ISNI database such as merges and deduplications. 

There are mixed identities in relation to Susan Solomon, author of “Armenia” – 

322458064 
 

Solomon, Susan - “Armenia” 

http://viaf.org/viaf/288407646/#Solomon,_Susan 

 

Solomon, Susan – “Aeronomy of the Middle Atmosphere” 

http://viaf.org/viaf/278353763/#Solomon,_Susan,_1956-.... 

 

  

Thanks, 

  

[Name] 

ISNI Quality Team 

[Institution]  

  
   

4.4 Disambiguating VIAF clusters 

 

There are cases where more extensive disambiguation is required on the ISNI database 

due to VIAF cluster errors.  

 

Cluster errors occur on VIAF where authority records representing separate identities 

have been incorrectly matched. These are distinct from the examples in 4.3.2 where a 

record generally represents one identity, but can have a number of erroneously 

attributed titles. 

 

As a general rule, ISNIQT would not consult VIAF if the clusters on ISNI are correct. 

However, it is good practice to review clusters on VIAF where the data on ISNI is 

incorrect. VIAF may be an aid to resolving the cluster problem.   

 

Example 

 

In the following record VIAF have clustered two identities: 

 

Marco Antonio Casanova – Professor at the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (VIAF 

NTA, SUDOC, LC, NUKAT), author of works on database systems 

 

Marco Antonio dos Santos Casa Nova – Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, author 

of "Compreender Heidegger" (VIAF DNB) 

  

mailto:Yvonne.vanderSteen@KB.nl
http://viaf.org/viaf/288407646/#Solomon,_Susan
http://viaf.org/viaf/278353763/#Solomon,_Susan,_1956-
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The following workflow is required to resolve VIAF cluster errors. 

 

1. Establish a new record on ISNI for each identity contained in the VIAF data. This can 

be done by splitting non-VIAF data, using an existing record on ISNI where the data is 

correct or creating a new record.   

2. Add an 006 verification field to each newly established record (an 009 VIAF protect 

field can be added, but only where VIAF is a source) 

3. Add the ISNIs for any deleted records to the 097 field of all newly established or 

existing records where appropriate 

4. Add a 667 note to all newly established or existing records to highlight the work 

carried out by the ISNI Quality Team 

5. Delete the original record(s) containing mixed identities, but split any non-VIAF 

sources first 

6. Cluster problems are normally due to VIAF matching issues rather than errors by VIAF 

sources. However, there may still be data errors (e.g. wrongly attributed titles) by 

individual VIAF sources. If this is the case, the sources will need to be notified following 

the guidelines in 4.3.3.4  

  

 

4.4.1 Disambiguation – establishing new records 

 

Individual VIAF data sources cannot be split or deleted from ISNI records. Where 

multiple identities exist in a VIAF cluster, a new record will need to be created for each 

identity. Alternatively, an existing record for an identity can be used where found on 

WinIBW. 
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Example   

 

No alternative records have been found on WinIBW for the identities Marco Antonio 

Casanova and Marco Antonio dos Santos Casa Nova.  

 

 

 
 

New records will need to be established for both identities and the original record 

deleted. 

  

 

4.4.1.1 Creating new records using INSERT 

  

 

When creating a new record, some mandatory fields will need to be copied from an 

existing record. Use “Tile Vertical” to display more than one copy of an existing record 

on the same screen48.     

 

Example 

 

 
 

 

Select the “insert” command above the search bar to create a new record. The new 

record appears as a blank screen. Select “update” to enable editing of the existing 

record. 

  

                                                 
48

 For guidelines on the use of “Tile vertical”, see 2.3.4 
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Cut and paste any data relating to the identity “Nova, Marco Antonio dos Santos Casa”. 

However, only cut and paste data where the relation to this identity is obvious or can be 

found easily though research, e.g. title, ISBN, publisher.  

  

In this example, the following data for “Nova, Marco Antonio dos Santos Casa”, needs to 

be transferred to the new record: 

 

700 1#$aNova, Marco Antonio dos Santos Casa$3public$2VIAF$2DNB 

910 ##$a@Nietzsche uma introdução filosófica$3public$2VIAF$2DNB 

910 ##$a@Fragmentos póstumos. -$3public$2VIAF$2DNB  

910 ##$a@Compreender Heidegger$3public$2VIAF$2DNB  

921 ##$aSpringer-Verlag$3public$2VIAF$2DNB  

 

Cut and paste the data to the new record and change the data source to ISNI. 
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Select the “enter” command above the space bar on the new record. WinIBW provides a 

series of prompts for each mandatory field required. Copy and paste each mandatory 

field from the existing record. 

 

The first mandatory field is the 00249. The prompt appears at the top left hand side of 

the screen. 

 

 
 

 

Copy and paste the 002 field from the existing record on to the new record and select 

the “enter” command. A prompt will appear for the mandatory 008 field at the top left 

hand side of the screen. 

  

                                                 
49

 For guidance on the 002 field, see Appendix 1 
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Copy and paste the 008 field from the existing record on to the new record. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Select the “enter” command. There is now a new record for this identity on WinIBW. The 

search history page appears with the PPN50 of the new record highlighted in blue. The 

PPN also appears on the top left hand side of the screen. 

  

                                                 
50

 For guidance on the PPN, see 3.2.1 
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Double-click on the highlighted blue bar in the search history page. The new ISNI record 

will now display. 

 

 

 
 
 

Note that the new ISNI record has a “provisional” status in the 003 field51. This is the 

case for all new records. Select “update” and change the ISNI status in the $a subfield to 

“assigned” and delete the $b subfield. 

  

                                                 
51

 For guidance on the 003 field, see 3.2.2 
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All new ISNI records can be submitted to VIAF, even when containing no previous VIAF 

data. An 006 verification field should be added manually to the new record once the 

editing is complete52.  

 

 

  

  

                                                 
52

 For further information about the 006 verification field, see 4.2.1 & 3.2.3. The description “split” would 

usually be added to a new record in the 006 $a subfield. 
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It is good practice to add a 667 non-public note to the record with a summary of the 

problem in the original VIAF cluster53. 

  

 

 
  

 

An 097 field should be added with the ISNI from the existing record with the VIAF cluster 

error. This record will be deleted once records have been created for each identity 

contained within the original VIAF cluster54. 

 

 

 
 

  

                                                 
53

 Note that if an 009 protect field is present in the record, this can be used to provide a summary of editing 

work carried out rather than an additional 667 note – see 4.3.2.3 
54

 For guidance on the 097 field, see 4.1.7.2. Note that if the existing record contains previously deprecated 

ISNIs in the 097 field, they will also need to be added to the new record.  
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The $0 subfield is the deleted ISNI. The $a subfield is the status of that ISNI as it was in 

the former record, e.g. assigned or provisional. 

 

Enhancements can be made to the data, following the guidelines in 5.4. In this case a 

web link was found for the identity so this has been added to the record in a 671 public 

note field55. 

 
 

   

 

Select the “enter” command. The new record is now complete. 

  

                                                 
55

 For guidance on adding web links, see 5.4.3.3 
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4.4.1.2 Disambiguation – Creating new records by splitting 

 

A new record has now been established for the identity “Marco Antonio dos Santos Casa 

Nova”, author of "Compreender Heidegger". 

 

However, the incorrect VIAF cluster also contained the identity “Marco Antonio 

Casanova”, Professor at the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro. 

 

A new record will also need to be established for this identity. In this case there is a non-

VIAF source on the existing record which can be split to establish a new record. 
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BOWKER have the following name headings and titles relating to the identity “Marco 

Antonio Casanova”: 

 

  

700 1#$aCasanova, M.A.$2BOWKER 

400 1#$aCasanova, Marco Antonio$2BOWKER 

400 1#$aCasanova, M. A.$2BOWKER 

910 ##$a@Semantic Web :$bConcepts, Technologies and 

Applications$2BOWKER 

910 ##$aThe @Concurrency Control Problem for Database Systems$2BOWKER 

 

BOWKER data can be split from the existing record in order to establish a new record for 

this identity56. 

  

                                                 
56

 To split non-VIAF data sources see the guidelines in 4.7 
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Once the BOWKER data has been split, select “update”.  

 

All new ISNI records can be submitted to VIAF, even when containing no previous VIAF 

data. An 006 verification field should be added manually to the new record.57 

 

 
 

 

It is good practice to add a 667 non-public note to the record with a summary of the 

problem in the original VIAF cluster. 

  

                                                 
57

 For further information about the 006 verification field, see 4.2.1 & 3.2.3. The description “split” would 

usually be added to a new record in the 006 $a subfield. 
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An 097 field should be added with the ISNI from the existing record with the VIAF cluster 

error. This record will be deleted once records have been created for each identity 

contained within the original VIAF cluster58. 

 

 

 
 

  

                                                 
58

 For guidance on the 097 field, see 4.1.7.2  
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The $0 subfield is the deleted ISNI. The $a subfield is the status of that ISNI as it was in 

the former record, e.g. assigned or provisional. 

 

Enhancements can be made to the data, following the guidelines in 5.4. In this case a 

web link was found for the identity so this has been added to the record in a 671 public 

note field59. Titles have been added with the source ISNI, along with a corresponding 

main name for the same source60.  

 
 

 
   

 

Select the “enter” command. The new record is now complete. 

  

                                                 
59

 For guidance on adding web links, see 5.4.3.3 
60

 For guidelines on adding data, see 5.4.3.1 
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4.4.1.3 Disambiguation – Deleting existing records containing VIAF cluster 

errors 

 

Once new records have been established for each identity contained within a VIAF 

cluster, the original record on ISNI can be deleted61. 

  

                                                 
61

 To delete records, see the guidelines in 4.5. Note that all non-VIAF data must be removed from a record prior 

to deletion.  

 



66 

 

4.5 Deleting records 

 
Records can be deleted from the ISNI database62. There are two instances where 

deletions may occur: 

 

1. A record containing VIAF cluster errors needs to be deleted once new records have 

been established for each identity in the VIAF cluster63.  

2. Where two or more records from the same data source exist with the same 

identifier  

 

The identifier can be found in the $0 subfield in the 4XX/7XX fields in VIAF data sources.  

 

Example  

 

700 ##$aRawlings, Steve$3public$2VIAF$2LC$0n 2005082154 

 

For non-VIAF data sources, the local identifier can be found in the 035 field. 

 

Example 

 

035 ##$lSCHU$0F0BCD82FCE47B01D00DA4430AC20F716 

700 1#$aFlatau, Paul$2SCHU 

 

Note that the VIAF 035 field relates to the cluster identifier and not to the local identifier 

of the individual VIAF source64. 

 

4.5.1 Deleting VIAF records 

 

VIAF is frequently being updated and this can result in some duplication on ISNI. 

Separate VIAF records become part of larger clusters. Clusters can be split and records 

separated. 

 

Programmes are run periodically on ISNI to ensure that the database is current and out 

of date VIAF records are removed. However, if duplicate records for VIAF data sources 

are found, it is recommended to contact Janifer Gatenby at Janifer.Gatenby@oclc.org 

  

                                                 
62

 Note that “deleting” should not be confused with “deprecating”. Delete removes the record from ISNI 

altogether, both from the public view (if applicable) and the WinIBW production database. Deprecate amends 

the status of the ISNI and removes the record from public view, while preserving it on the production database.  

 
63

 For guidance on when to delete records containing VIAF cluster errors, see 4.4 
64

 For further guidance on the 035 field, see 3.2.5  

mailto:Janifer.Gatenby@oclc.org
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4.5.2 Deleting Non-VIAF records 

 

Non-VIAF sources are unlikely to re-submit data to ISNI, so duplicate records from a 

non-VIAF source can be deleted from the ISNI database. 

 

Example    

 

There are two SCHU records on WinIBW for the identity “Flatau, Paul” with the same 

local identifier in the 035 field. Select one record to delete. 

 

 

 
 

 

Retain the record with richer data. If the records are identical, select the record with the 

lower ISNI for deletion. 

 

In this example, the data in both records is identical. The lower ISNI will be retained – 

0000000372287672.   

 

To delete a record select the “delete” command above the search bar. There is no need 

to select “update” first. 
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The record will appear on a new screen with a final option to delete. Click on the “delete” 

command above the search bar again. A deletion will only occur if this second delete 

option is selected. 

 

 

    

 
The following display will appear: 
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To exit this display, select the back blue arrow key on the toolbar to return to any 

previous search results (see 2.7.4) or begin a new search using the search bar (see 2.1) 

or the search form (see 2.4.1). 

 

An 097 field will need to be added to the retained record with the deprecated ISNI of the 

deleted record65. A 977 notification field66 will also need to be added to highlight to the 

relevant data source that there are duplicate records. The notification will be for a “data 

error” as both records contained the same identifier.  

  

 

     

  

                                                 
65

 For guidance on the 097 field, see 4.1.7.2 
66

 For further information about the 977 notification for non-VIAF data errors, see 4.3.1.1 
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4.6 Suspect records 

 

There are records on WinIBW with a “suspect” status67. These are records that were 

previously “assigned” but the status was changed due to an error being identified.  

 

A “suspect” status means that the records are not available on the ISNI public database 

and can only be found on WinIBW. When a “suspect” record is found, the status can be 

changed back to “assigned” and any errors removed. 

 

Example  

 

The following record for the identity “David Bradshaw” has an ISNI status of “suspect”: 

 

 
 

 
Suspect records may contain a 667 non-public note highlighting why the record was 

removed from the public database, e.g.:  

 
667 $aisni_csf_date_anomalies::Inconsistent 032A date '1955-10-27' and 032B 

date '195.'$f2012-07-30 21:48:32 

 

This 667 note is highlighting anomalies in the data. The decade of the person’s activity  

(1950’s) is the same as their date of birth (1955)68.  

 

  

                                                 
67

 For a further explanation of a “suspect” ISNI status, see 3.1.2.1. 
68

 Note that the 667 is using PICA coding, as opposed to MARC21. For a full listing of MARC21 and PICA 

codings, see Appendix 1.   
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A programme was run on the ISNI database in 2012 to highlight potential anomalies in 

regard to dates and any records identified were made suspect. However, this will not 

necessarily mean that there are multiple identities in the record.  

 
If it is clear that the record reflects one public identity and no editing work is required, 

update the record and change the ISNI status to assigned:69 

 

 

 
 
A $g subfield will need to be added to the 667 note to show that the record has been 

reviewed by the ISNI Quality Team70. 

 

 
 

 
Once the editing has been completed, select the “enter” command. The record will return 

to the full screen display and be viewable on the public database.  

 
No data needs to be removed from the record unless it relates to a separate public 

identity. If there are multiple identities in a “suspect” record, use the editing guidelines 

to resolve this. 

  

                                                 
69

 It is recommended to check for duplicate records before changing the status of the ISNI to assigned.  
70

 For guidance on the $g subfield, see 5.5.1 
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4.7 Splitting and Deprecating 

 

4.7.1 Splitting 

 

The splitting functionality is used to separate data containing multiple identities.  

 

New records can be created by splitting existing data. Where appropriate, newly split 

data can also be merged with existing records on the ISNI database. 

 

Splitting only works at the level of data source (e.g. JNAM, SCHU, BRTH, etc.) and not at 

the level of individual data.  

 

For example, the source ALCS can be split from a record, but it is not possible to use the 

splitting functionality to remove individual ALCS titles or headings. To remove individual 

data follow the guidelines on correcting data errors in 4.2.  

 

VIAF is also considered one source by the splitting functionality. For example, it is not 

possible to split VIAF DNB and leave VIAF LAC data. VIAF data can only be removed or 

retained as a whole. However, the splitting functionality would not generally be used to 

remove VIAF data71.     

 

 

4.7.2 Splitting functionality - display    

 

The splitting functionality is found on the toolbar, after the “help” command. 

 

 
 

      

In the above toolbar, the splitting functionality is identified by the icon
72

:  

 

 
  

                                                 
71

 For guidance on editing VIAF data, see correcting VIAF data errors (4.3.2) and Disambiguating VIAF 

clusters (4.4). Note that BNF is a separate source and not part of VIAF on the ISNI database. BNF data can be 

split in the same way as all non-VIAF data sources. 
72

 Both the splitting and deprecating functionality can be identified on the edit bar by either an icon, text only or 

text & icon combined.  
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4.7.3 Splitting and creating a new record 

 

Data may be split from an existing record and established as a new record, if there is no 

match with another record on the database. 

 

Example 

 

The data in the following record relates to two separate identities. 

 

    

 

The JNAM identity “Kelly, B.” is a writer on labour issues in South Carolina and author of 

“Black Laborers, the Republican Party, and the crisis of Reconstruction in lowcountry 

South Carolina.”   

 

The BRTH identity “Kelly, B.” is a writer on neuronal cells and author of “Characterisation 

and functional analysis of protease activated receptors in neuronal cells.”  

 

JNAM records with “assigned” status need to retain the same ISNI
73

. The BRTH data will 

need to be split from the JNAM record. 

 

Before splitting can take place research is needed to determine whether other records 

exist on the database for one or both of these identities. 

 

Following research, a VIAF record with an assigned ISNI has been found for the JNAM 

identity “Kelly, B.” 

  

                                                 
73

 For further guidelines on ISNIs in JNAM records, see 4.6.6.2. 
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No records have been found for the BRTH identity “Kelly, B.” 

 

The following workflow is required: 

 

1. Split the BRTH data from the JNAM record. A new record will then be created 

for the BRTH identity. 

2. Merge the VIAF and JNAM records. 

 

To split the BRTH data from the JNAM record, display the record and click on the 

“update” command above the search bar.  
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Click on the splitting icon on the edit bar. The following message will appear.  
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This message is requesting that data be added to the “splitting” or “SPLT” line which has 

now been inserted into the top of the record. Click “OK”. The message will disappear and 

data can be added to the “SPLT” line. 

 

$a = “good source”, i.e. the source which needs to be split from the record.  

 

$b = target PPN
74

 

 

$c = user note 

 

  

 

In the above example, the following data has been added to the “SPLT” line: 

 

SPLT $aBRTH$b$csplit 

 

$a subfield: BRTH – the source to be split from this record 

 

$b subfield: – no data, always left blank 

 

$c subfield: split – the command to WinIBW 

 

When the appropriate data has been added to the “SPLT” line, click the splitting 

functionality icon again. 

  

                                                 
74

 The $b subfield is no longer applicable to the splitting functionality. The subfield should be retained in the 

SPLT line, but no data is required. 
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The following message is displayed. 

 

   
 

This message is querying whether the script should proceed with splitting the record. 

Note that the “target” PPN is blank as no data was added to the $b subfield. However,   

the “good source” which is being split is identified as BRTH. Select “OK” to proceed. 

 

A window appears with the existing record as a “destination record”. Select “OK” to 

proceed.  
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A further window appears with the existing record as a “source record”. Select “OK” to 

proceed. 

 

 
 

The following message will appear – “Script for splitting record is finished”, alongside the 

new record which has been split. Select “OK” to proceed. 
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The new record is displayed on the screen. There may be data errors in the record. 

These errors will be highlighted at the top of the screen, underneath the toolbar.  

 

  

 

The error message in the above display is the most common error – 951 $2 is 

mandatory. The 951 institutional affiliation fields have no data source codes. A $2 source 

code subfield is mandatory at the end of each MARC field. 

 

Add a $2 source code to one of the 951 fields and delete the other. It may be more 

efficient to amend any data errors before proceeding with the splitting.  

 

An 006 verification field will need to be added manually to all newly split records once 

the editing process is complete. This field can be added to any record, including those 

where no VIAF data is present.   
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Records with an 006 field are known as “XA” records and are given a specific status on 

VIAF. XA records are used to prevent incorrect merges between VIAF clusters and to 

split VIAF data where false matching has occurred. 

 

 
   

The manually added 006 field includes the following data: 

 

 $a subfield: split - the description of the editing work carried out 

 $b subfield: ISNIQT – source carrying out the editing work 

 $c subfield: verified – status of the record, e.g. edited and verified by the ISNI 

Quality Team 

 $l subfield: 2014-09-16 11:30:23 – date and time the 006 field was added 

(note that this field is added automatically, once the “enter” command has been 

selected) 

 $2 subfield: ISNI – source of the 006 field 

 

It is good practice to manually add a “no relation” field to prevent the false match from 

re-occurring. 

 

  
 

  



81 

 

The manually added 950 field includes the following data: 

 

 $i subfield: N – relationship code (N = no relation) 

 $T subfield: no relation – relationship type 

 $2 subfield: ISNI – source of the data, i.e. the field has been manually added by 

the ISNI Quality Team75 

 $9 subfield: 124450784 – PICA Production Number (PPN) of the original split 

record76 

   

 

Once the data errors are corrected, select the “enter” command. The record will return 

to the full screen display. 

 

 

  

                                                 
75

 Note that when manually adding a 950 “no relation” field, a corresponding 7XX will also need to be added to 

the record with the source ISNI 
76

 A $8 subfield for the main name in the original split record is automatically added to the 950 field, once the 

command “enter” has been selected  
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4.7.3.1 ISNI status in newly split records 

 

Note that the newly split BRTH record has a new ISNI in the 003 field – 

 

003 $00000000372100150 

 

This has an “assigned” status in the 003 $a subfield. The reason for this is that the 

splitting functionality simply copies the status from the original record.  

 

The original JNAM/BRTH record had an ISNI with the status of “assigned” so this has 

been replicated in the newly created BRTH record.  

 

When splitting, it is necessary to evaluate the status of the ISNI on the newly created 

record. The criteria for an ISNI status of “assigned” can be found in 3.2.2.1. 

 

However, this criteria does not have to apply to newly created records generated by the 

splitting process. If it is clear that the identity is unique and there is no duplication with 

another record with an assigned ISNI, the new record can have an ISNI status of 

“assigned.” 

 

In the above example, the BRTH identity “Kelly, B.” is unique so the ISNI status can be 

retained as “assigned”.    

 

 

4.7.3.2 Notification fields in newly split records 

 

A 977 notification field has also been automatically added to the newly created BRTH 

record: 

 

977 ##$tsplit$2BRTH$b2012-10-12 17:29:16$y0000000124450784  

 

The purpose of this field is to inform BRTH that their data has been split from an existing 

record on the ISNI database.  

 

The ISNI in the $y subfield is the ISNI previously associated with this BRTH identity and 

is retained on the updated JNAM record. 

 

 

4.7.3.3 Viewing split records 

 

The splitting functionality creates a new window for the split record.  

 

Both the new record and the updated original record can now be viewed by selecting 

“Tile vertical”
77

. 

  

                                                 
77

 For guidelines on using “Tile vertical”, see 2.2.4 
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The new BRTH record is on the left-hand screen. The updated original record, now with 

only JNAM as the source, is on the right-hand screen.  

 

Editing will now be required on the updated JNAM record. 

 

 
 

 

 

Data errors may need correcting, e.g.: a $2 source code may need to be added to  

a 951 field. 

 

976 fields may also need to be removed if they relate to data sources which are no 

longer present on the updated record
78

. 

  

                                                 
78

 For guidance on the 976 field, see 3.2.17 
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An 006 verification field79 will also need to be added, with the category “data corrected”, 

e.g.: 

 

006 $adata corrected$bISNIQT$cverified$2ISNI 

 

 

Once these errors have been corrected, select the “enter” command. The record will 

return to the full screen display. 

 

The JNAM record, without the BRTH data, can now be merged with the VIAF record. A 

77A field needs to be manually added, following the guidelines in 4.3.2.1. 

 

4.7.4 Splitting and merging on to an existing record 

 

Data may be split from one record and merged on to an existing record. 

 

Example 

 

The data in the following record contains two separate identities. 

 

    

 

The JNAM and SCHU identity “Bell, Morag” is a writer on geography and social/political 

issues. 

  

                                                 
79

 For further information regarding the 006 verification field, see 4.7.3 
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The BRTH identity “Bell, M.” is the author of “Women publishers of puritan literature in 

the 17th century”.  

 

JNAM records with “assigned” status need to retain the same ISNI
80

. The BRTH data will 

need to be split from the JNAM record. 

 

Before splitting can take place research is needed to determine whether other records 

exist on the database for one or both of these identities. 

 

Following research, a VIAF record with an assigned ISNI has been found for the BRTH 

identity “Bell, M.” with the PPN: 114735476. 

 

 
 

A VIAF record with an assigned ISNI has also been found for the JNAM/SCHU identity 

“Bell, Morag”. 

  

                                                 
80

 For further guidelines on JNAM ISNIs, see 4.1.10. 
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The following workflow is required: 

 

1. Split the BRTH data from the JNAM/SCHU record and merge on to the 

relevant VIAF record. 

2. Merge the relevant VIAF record with the JNAM/SCHU record. 

 

To split the BRTH data from the JNAM/SCHU record, display the record and select the 

“update” command above the search bar.  
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Select the splitting functionality icon on the edit bar
81

. The following message will 

appear.  

  

                                                 
81

 See 4.7.2 for guidelines on the splitting functionality display 
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This message is requesting that data be added to the “splitting” or “SPLT” line which has 

now been inserted into the top of the record. Click “OK”. The message will disappear and 

data can be added to the “SPLT” line. 

 

$a = “good source”, i.e. the source which needs to be split from the record.  

 

$b = target PPN
82

 

 

$c = user note 

 

  

                                                 
82

 The $b subfield is no longer applicable to the splitting functionality. The subfield should be retained in the 

SPLT line, but no data is required. 
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In the above example, the following data has been added to the “SPLT” line: 

 

SPLT $aBRTH$b$csplit 

 

$a subfield: BRTH – the source to be split from this record 

 

$b subfield: – no data, always left blank 

 

$c subfield: split – the command to WinIBW 

 

When the appropriate data has been added to the “SPLT” line, click the splitting 

functionality icon again. 

 

 

The following message is displayed. 

  



90 

 

 
 

 

   

This message is querying whether the script should proceed with splitting the record. 

Note that the “target” PPN is blank as no data was added to the $b subfield. However,   

the “good source” which is being split is identified as BRTH. Select “OK” to proceed. 

 

A window appears with the existing record as a “destination record”. Select “OK” to 

proceed.  
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A further window appears with the existing record as a “source record”. Select “OK” to 

proceed. 
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The following message will appear – “Script for splitting record is finished”, alongside the 

new record which has been split. Select “OK” to proceed. 
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When splitting a record and merging on to an existing record, a temporary “new” record 

is created for the split data.  

 

This temporary record is now displayed on the screen. There may be data errors in the 

record. These errors will be highlighted at the top of the screen, underneath the toolbar.  

 

 
 

 

The error message in the above display is the most common error – 951 $2 is 

mandatory. The 951 institutional affiliation fields have no data source codes. A $2 source 

code subfield is mandatory at the end of each MARC field. 

 

Add a $2 source code to one of the 951 fields and delete the other.  

 

It may be more efficient to amend any data errors before proceeding with the splitting.  

 

Once the data errors are corrected, select the “enter” command. The record will return 

to the full screen display. 
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The new BRTH record can now be merged with the VIAF record for the same identity. A 

77A field has been manually added, following the guidelines in 4.1.3.2. 

 

The BRTH record has also been given a new ISNI in the 003 field – 

 

003 $00000000372100169 

 

This has an “assigned” status in the 003 $a subfield. The reason for this is that the 

splitting functionality simply copies the status from the original record.  

 

The original JNAM/SCHU/BRTH record had an ISNI with the status of “assigned” so this 

has been replicated in the temporary BRTH record.  

 

 

4.7.4.1 Viewing newly split records 

 

The splitting functionality creates a new window for the split record.  

 

Both the new record and the updated original record can now be viewed by selecting 

“Window” and “Tile vertical” on the edit bar.      
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The new BRTH record is on the left-hand screen. The updated original record, now with 

JNAM and SCHU as the remaining data sources, is on the right-hand screen.  

 

Editing will now be required on the updated JNAM/SCHU record. 
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The JNAM/SCHU record, without the BRTH data, can now be merged with the relevant 

VIAF record. A 77A merge field needs to be added, following the guidelines in 4.1.3.2. 

 

Data errors may also need correcting in the updated record. Once these errors have 

been corrected and a 77A merge field added, select the “enter” command. The record 

will return to the full screen display. 

 

 

 
 

 

When splitting a record and merging on to an existing record, the final stage is checking 

that the merging process has been completed. 

 

For example, the BRTH data relating to “M. Bell” was split from a JNAM/SCHU record and 

merged on to the VIAF record for “Maureen Bell”. 
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Note the presence of the 097 field in the newly merged record
83

.  

 

097 $00000000372100169$aassigned 

 

This is the ISNI assigned to the temporary BRTH record on splitting. It has now been 

suppressed and added to the 097 field of the merged record.  

 

A 977 notification field has also been added to the merged record
84

. 

 

977 ##$tmerge$2BRTH$0377006$b2012-10-16 

17:00:02$y0000000114735479$zDeprecated ISNI = 0000000372100169 

 

The $y is the correct ISNI, equivalent to the 003 field in the record.  

 

The $z is the suppressed ISNI, equivalent to the 097 field. 

 

The JNAM/SCHU record for “Morag Bell” was also merged with a VIAF record for the 

same identity.  

  

                                                 
83

 For further information on the 097 field, see 4.6.7.2. 
84

 For further information on the 977 notification field in merged records, see 4.6.7.4 
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Once all the relevant records have been successfully merged, the splitting process is now 

complete.  

 

 

4.8 Deprecating records 

 

Deprecating changes the status of the ISNI to “suspect” and removes the record from 

the public database. The “suspect” status also prevents matches from occurring with 

other records on the WinIBW production database. 

 

The deprecating functionality is found on the toolbar, after the “help” command. 

 

 
 

  

  



99 

 

In the above toolbar, the deprecate functionality is identified by the icon
85

:  

 

 
 

However, a record would not normally be deprecated on ISNI as it would be removed 

from public view86.  

 

If data errors are present or the record contains multiple identities then these issues 

should be resolved using the appropriate editing workflows in this guide.   

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

                                                 
85

 Both the splitting and deprecating functionality can be identified on the edit bar by either an icon, text only or 

text & icon combined.  

 
86

 A decision was made not to deprecate records at an ISNI Meeting with Janifer Gatenby at the British Library, 

5/12/2012 

 


