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3. Organisations – ISNI policy and practice 

 

3.1 Definition 

 

Organisation is equivalent to the term corporate body in RDA: 

 

 An organisation or group of persons and/or organisations that is identified by a 

particular name and that acts, or may act, as a unit 

 

http://access.rdatoolkit.org/ - 8.1.2; Glossary 

 

 

 

3.2 Assigning ISNIs to organisations  

 

ISNI’s are assigned to the public identity of an organisation.  

Example 

Association of Internet Researchers - ISNI: 0000 0001 0480 5058 

 

 

  

http://access.rdatoolkit.org/
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3.2.1 Variant names 

 

An organisation may have multiple variant/alternative forms of name. These can include 

acronyms, abbreviations, transliterated names or translations. 

Variant/alternative forms of name are not assigned separate ISNIs. 

Example 

The Association of Internet Researchers has the following acronymic forms of name: 

 AoIR 

 A.O.I.R. 

These acronymic forms are included within the ISNI record for Association of Internet 

Researchers. 
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3.3 Organisational name/structure changes 

 

ISNI applies the following principles for organisational name changes: 

 Separate records are not generally established for organisational name 

changes – a single ISNI is assigned to earlier/later forms of name 

 Separate ISNIs would only be assigned where there has been a clear 

change to the structure of an organisation (e.g. a merge or split). At 

least 2 elements in the following list should normally have changed1: 

o Name of the organisation 

o Scope of the organisation 

o Status of the organisation 

o Parent organisation  

 Where separate records exist on ISNI, they would only be merged where 

there was clear evidence of a name change without any change to the 

organisational structure (see list above) 

 An existing ISNI record would only be split where there was clear 

evidence of changes to the organisational structure, e.g. a merge or split 

(see list above) 

 In cases of doubt it is preferable to retain and/or create separate records   

 

3.3.1 Earlier/later forms of name 

   

Separate ISNIs are not assigned to organisational name changes. A single ISNI is 

assigned to the current name and any superseded name forms.  

Example 

Edge Hill College was founded in 1885 and became Edge Hill University in 2006. 

A single ISNI is assigned to both the current name (Edge Hill University) and the 

former name (Edge Hill College/Edge Hill College of Education) 

   

                                           
1 This criteria should be considered as a tool providing a general framework for analysing 

different use cases. It is not meant to be prescriptive, e.g. where a change of status is 

purely cosmetic (UK Polytechnics/Colleges becoming Universities) this criteria would not 

apply and a single ISNI would be assigned to all name forms.   
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Note that ISNI is not seeking to establish a preferred form of name. The current and 

former names sit alongside each other in both 7XX and 4XX MARC fields. 
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In the ISNI public view, each form of name is listed alphabetically without distinction of 

main and variant names.  

        

 

Example 

 

Smithsonian Institution Libraries became Smithsonian Libraries. 

A single ISNI is assigned to both the current name (Smithsonian Libraries) and the 

former name (Smithsonian Institution Libraries) 
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Note that ISNI is not seeking to establish a preferred form of name. The current and 

former names sit alongside each other in both 7XX and 4XX MARC fields.  

In the ISNI public view, each form of name is listed alphabetically without distinction of 

main and variant names.  

 

 

 

3.3.2 Organisational merges/splits 

 

Separate ISNIs are assigned where there has been a clear change to the structure of an 

organisation such as a merge or split2. 

Example 1 

Victoria University in Melbourne was formed through the merger of Victoria 

University of Technology and Footscray Institute of Technology.  

Separate ISNIs are assigned to Victoria University, Victoria University of 

Technology and Footscray Institute of Technology. 

The records are linked via see-also references3. 

 

i) Victoria University – ISNI: 0000 0004 4908 6167 

 

  

                                           
2 See the criteria at 3.3 
3 For guidance on data in the 95X fields, see Appendix 1 – 950 and 951 fields  
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See-also former name links are added to Victoria University of Technology and 

Footscray Institute of Technology. 

 

  

 

ii) Footscray Institute of Technology – ISNI: 0000 0001 0396 9544 

 

 

 

A see-also later name link is added to Victoria University. 
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iii) Victoria University of Technology – ISNI: 0000 0001 2220 7051 

 

 

A see-also later name link is added to Victoria University. 

 

 

 

An organisational history may include name changes in conjunction with changes to the 

structure.  

 

Example 2 

Falmouth University is the product of a merger between University College 

Falmouth and Dartington College of Arts. 

Separate ISNIs are assigned to Falmouth University, University College Falmouth 

and Dartington College of Arts. 

The records are linked via see-also references4. 

University College Falmouth had formerly been known as Falmouth School of Art, 

Falmouth College of Art and Design and Falmouth College of Arts. 

A single ISNI is assigned to the current name (University College Falmouth) and the 

superseded name forms (Falmouth School of Art, Falmouth College of Art and 

Design and Falmouth College of Arts) following 3.3.1.  

  

                                           
4 For guidance on data in the 95X fields, see Appendix 1 – 950 and 951 fields 
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i) Falmouth University – ISNI: 0000 0004 4909 1126 

 

 

 

See-also former name links are added to University College Falmouth and 

Dartington College of Arts. 

 

 

ii) University College Falmouth – ISNI: 0000 0001 0710 5559 

 

  

A see-also later name link is added to Falmouth University. 
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Note that the superseded name forms (Falmouth School of Art, Falmouth College of 

Art and Design and Falmouth College of Arts) are present on the record following 

3.3.1. 

  

iii) Dartington College of Arts – ISNI: 0000 0001 0689 5675 

 

 

A see-also later name link is added to Falmouth University. 
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3.3.3 Parent/subordinate organisations 

 

Separate ISNIs are assigned to parent and subordinate organisations.  

However, the records can be linked via see-also references5. 

Example 

ISNI 0000 0004 1783 2559 is assigned to Università di Catania. Dipartimento di 

scienze umanistiche 

A see also isMemberOf link is added to Università di Catania. 

 

 

 

A reciprocal hasMember link is added to Università di Catania (ISNI: 0000 0004 

1757 1969) for Università di Catania. Dipartimento di scienze umanistiche 

 

  

                                           
5 For guidance on data in the 95X fields, see Appendix 1 – 950 and 951 fields 
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3.3.4 Organisation/personal name links 

 

Reciprocal links can be made between organisations and personal names6 

Example 

ISNI 0000 0000 5939 296X is assigned to the musician Joe Strummer. A see also 

isMemberOf link is added to Clash (Musical group) 

 

 

 

A reciprocal hasMember link is added to Clash (Musical group) (ISNI: 0000 0001 

2248 5115) for Joe Strummer 

 

 

 

 

  

                                           
6 For guidance on data in the 95X fields, see Appendix 1 – 950 and 951 fields 



14 

 

3.4 Organisation location  

 

A location field (370 MARC21)7 is required for all organisational records. This includes 

new records and records where editing is required8.  

Example 

The Arts & Humanities Research Council (ISNI: 0000 0004 3497 6001) is located 

in Swindon, England. The following location field has been added: 

 

 

The 370 field includes the following data: 

$a subfield: GB – the code for the country of location 

$t subfield:  GB SNN – the code for the city/town where the organisation is 

located  

$z subfield:  Swindon – the name of the city/town    

$2 subfield: ISNI – source of 370 field, e.g. ISNI, HARV, NTA, PCC  

 

The codes for the $a and $t subfields can be found at the following link: 

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/service/location.html 

The name in the $z subfield should be recorded as it appears in the list in the above 

link.  

Note that the 370 field refers only to the current location, where found. There is no 

requirement to add a 370 field for former location. 

Where only the country is known, this can be added in the 370 field without the specific 

location, e.g.: 

370 ##$aGB$2ISNI 

  

                                           
7 For further guidance on this field, see Appendix 1 – 370 field 
8 ISNIQT are required to add a 370 field even where one is already present in the record 

from another data source  

http://www.unece.org/cefact/locode/service/location.html
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3.5 Organisation type 

 

The type of organisation can be added to the name as a qualifier9.  

Example 

 

 

 

Where an organisation type is unclear then do not add the qualifier.  

 

3.6 Ringgold data policy 

 

Ringgold (https://www.ringgold.com/) became the first ISNI Registration Agency for 

institutions in 2012.  

In Ringgold data, the current and former names of the public identity are incorporated in 

a single authority record.  

The following categories are all considered by Ringgold as alternative/variant names and 

are not established as separate public identities: 

Transliterated name  

English translation of the institution’s name  

Acronym  

Abbreviation  

a/k/a (also known as)*  

Former name  

Brand name  

Imprint  

Library name  (unless stand-alone) 

Diacritic name 

Campus 

Laboratory (unless stand-alone) 

  

                                           
9 A complete list of organisation type qualifiers can be found in Appendix 1 – 710 $q 

subfield. Note that only those qualifiers found in the list can be added to the 

organisational heading.   

https://www.ringgold.com/
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The categorising of organisational libraries and laboratories as variant names can lead to 

multiple identities within the same record.  

Example 

ISNI 0000 0004 0481 4802 has been assigned to the organisation National 

Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (U.S.) 

 

 

However, the following variant names have been added to the record by Ringgold: 

  

 

The Laboratory for Integrative Neuroscience and Laboratory of Physiologic Studies are 

classed by Ringgold as alternative names of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse 

and Alcoholism (U.S.). 

These variant names relate to separate public identities and should be manually deleted 

from the record where found10. The correct Ringgold data should be retained in the 

record.    

Ringgold legacy data may occasionally appear on ISNI. Journal titles were formerly 

treated by Ringgold as variant names of the parent organisation. Subordinate 

organisations were also formerly included as variant names on the record for the parent 

body.  

Where this legacy data is found it should be manually deleted from the record11. The 

correct Ringgold data should still be retained.    

  

 

 

                                           
10 Manual deletion of Ringgold data can only be carried out by the ISNI Quality Team. 

ISNI members should submit deletion requests to ISNIQT.   
11 Manual deletion of Ringgold data can only be carried out by the ISNI Quality Team. 

ISNI members should submit deletion requests to ISNIQT.   

 


