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Open Data 



 
2009: Open Government Directive 



 
Broad, aspirational directive;  
laid out new expectations for 

openness and transparency in all 
government activities, and outputs 
– including information and data.   





Agencies asked to release  
3 “High-Value” Data Sets and 

publish them online in an “open 
format.” 



Despite some criticism, the Open 
Government Directive  - and 
Data.gov - raised the bar on 
expectations for Open Data. 



Enthusiasm  - Check. 
Needed clarity on what exactly to 

do next.  



2013: Open Data Executive Order 
 





And what about Research Data? 
(No small matter:  

U.S. funds $60 billion in publicly-
funded research annually )  



Also in 2013: White House OSTP 
Public Access Directive 



Required all U.S. federal science 
agencies to develop policies to 

ensure public access to and use of 
research articles and data.   



(Fast) Forward 2 years… 



2015:  
Plans from 8 of the 19 Agencies 

have been released. 











So – what do we know about these 
emerging agency data policies? 



Plans for policies first, final policies 
next (by end of 2015) 



Research Data Policy Development:  
  Evolutionary process, 

Community involvement. 
 

NOT a “one-and-done” policy 
drafting process. 



Plenty of commonalities among 
U.S. agency approaches to research 

data policies are emerging. 



1. Setting the Default to Open 
Mechanism: Requiring Data 

Management Plans 
 at funding proposal stage. 



2. Supporting Reproducibility 
There is the potential that data 

underlying articles may be required 
to be made public upon 

publication of article for purposes 
of validation/reproducibility. 



3. Encouraging use of established 
public repositories 

Leveraging existing infrastructure is 
an emerging priority 

. 



4. Know Thy Data 
Agencies will generate inventories 

of existing data sets. 



5. Makin’ A List:  
Building on their inventories, 

agencies will be developing public-
facing catalogues/indexes of data 

holdings.  



6. Standardize 
Agencies will be developing 

standards for items ranging from 
components of DMP’s, to data 
formats to archiving standard.  



7. Developing attribution for 
research data  

Exploring ways that research data 
can be cited and attributed in 
consistent manner – goal is to 

“advance data as legitimate form 
of scholarship.” 



8. We’re all in this together (Part I)  
Providing support for training and 

workforce development 



9. We’re all in this together (Part II)  
Pilots, pilots ,pilots.  

And more pilots.  



10. We’re all in this together (Part III)  
Development of “Data Commons” 
mentioned by 6 of the 8 agencies 

releasing plans to date. 



Open Research Data is Now a Priority. 
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