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Fedora 3 vs. Fedora 4
Fedora 3 Fedora 4

Objects and Datastreams Nodes with properties

Flat file system (bucket) Hierarchy

PID Path (UUID)

RELS-EXT, DC, etc. Properties



Objects vs. nodes



Nodes with content



Content properties



Bucket vs. hierarchy



PID vs. path

islandora:imageCollection OR utsc:12345	


!

VS	


!

/rest/a2/92/bb/8d/
a292bb8d-9543-4137-8c74-3f3c90b231d3



XML vs. properties



Migration considerations



Data modelling

• Objects in Fedora 4 are natively hierarchical	


• This hierarchy can be used to accurately 

represent the structure of your objects	


• In this case, things like security policies can 

be inherited



Front-end application

• Are you using Hydra or Islandora? 
Something custom?	


• How customized is your implementation?	


• Is there a community you can contribute 

effort to?



Ingesting vs. federating

• Fedora 4 can federate over an existing 
datastore	



• A Fedora 3 connector has been developed	


• This may provide a good stop-gap 

migration method	


• However, there will be no opportunities 

for data enhancement



Security

• Fedora 4 has a pluggable authentication 
framework	


• Role-based and XACML authentication 

have been implemented	


• Existing Fedora 3 security policies will need 

to be tested in Fedora 4



Versions

• Many Fedora 3 repositories use versioning	


• Object and datastream levels	



• How to handle dates when migrating 
versions	


• Create a new metadata field for the 

relevant date?



Disseminators

• Typically used for XSLT transformations	


• Are there other uses?	



• How can we recreate or enhance the 
functionality in Fedora 4?



New opportunities



Content Modelling

• Nodes have one primary type and one or 
more mixin types	


• Mixins are cumulative	


• Mixins can add functionality, access 

policies, and events	


• You can define new mixins as needed



Linked Open Data



Enhancing repository data

• Linked Open Data can make your 
repository better!	


• Link to authority records	


• Publish content to other systems	


• Pull in new content



RDF metadata

• Convert your XML metadata to RDF!	


• Link to authorities	


• Link to other related objects	


• Integrate multiple RDF ontologies	


• Make your data reusable!



LOD Browsers



Open Annotations


