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About Us & U of T Libraries

● Largest academic library system in Canada
● 42 libraries across 3 university campuses

○ 300 graduate programs
○ 700 undergraduate degrees programs
○ 70 professional programs

● Information Technology Services (ITS)
○ Project team situated in ITS within the 

central library system in downtown 
Toronto

○ Kelli Babcock, Digital Initiatives 
Librarian

○ Alexandra Wong, Digital Projects TALint

University of Toronto Archives - 2011-22-6MS
University of Toronto Archives Online: Robarts Library

https://utarms-online.library.utoronto.ca/islandora/object/utarmsIB%3A2011-22-6MS


Areas of exploration

Archives at Buildings

NACO records

Indigenous 
subject headings

Tamil thesaurus
UofT Scarborough Library

Digital Scholarship Unit



Timeline

2017 2019

Staff + PD & Training Opportunities

- ACA and Access 2019 presentations on 
Wikidata and archives (AGO, McGill, York)
- WikiEdu course (thank you, Will Kent)
- LD4 Wikidata Affinity Group (thank you, 
Hilary + LD4 Wikidata community)

Hiring TALint interns
(Alexandra Wong, Tomoko Shida)

2018

Wikipedia Interest

Initiation of Wikimedian in 
Residence projects

Hiring part-time Wikimedian-In- 
Residence (Alex Jung)

Analytics demonstrate Wikipedia 
links increase traffic to digital 

collections (+other value)

2020-2021

Pandemic! 
Varying work load impact across 

departments and staff

Wikidata Interest

Need to conduct assessment and consider 
resources for ongoing projects.

- Ongoing Wikidata projects, including 
“Archives At”
- UTL intro Wikidata training
- PCC Wikidata Pilot
- UTL “Wikidata Fridays”
- Joining discussions with Canadian 
archivists and broader Wikidata 
community-based initiatives



Discover Archives introduction

● Shared search portal for archival 
descriptions across 12 different 
UTL institutions
○ Communication
○ Metadata Services (Cataloguing)
○ Information Technology Services (ITS)

● Hiring 

Discover Archives: 
https://discoverarchives.library.utoronto.ca/

Uses the AtoM platform 
(https://www.accesstomemory.

org/en/)

https://discoverarchives.library.utoronto.ca/
https://www.accesstomemory.org/en/
https://www.accesstomemory.org/en/


● Initial goal: learn about 
the powers of Wikidata 

● Chose to start with 
adding “archives at” 
statements to Discover 
Archives holdings 
because McGill and York 
had well documented 
workflows already

● ITS discussed with 
archivists at monthly 
meetings for opinions 
and updates

Adding “archives at” statements



Adding “archives at” statements



1. Created items for 12 archives and special collection 
institutions within Discover Archives

2. First added “archives at” statements to already existing 
Wikidata items 

3. For new items, created a very simple data model to 
prioritize adding items into Wikidata instead of creating 
a full authority record - chose Wikidata statements that 
had that information in the bio

Overview of the process



Data model purposely scoped small 

“MVP” data models



● Collaborative approach from the onset - ITS had capacity to investigate 
Wikidata but Discover Archives work done in conjunction with archivists

● Hosted multiple introductory training sessions in Summer and Fall 2020
● External working groups: LD4 Wikidata and PCC Wikidata Pilot

○ Opportunities to learn from other institutions
○ Constant source of new ideas for future projects
○ Supporting others’ projects and property proposals

● Led to internal working groups: 
○ Wikidata Fridays
○ Research group on subject access in Discover Archives

Capacity building at UTL



Archives at:

● Kelli Babcock at kelli.babcock@utoronto.ca
● Alexandra Wong at alexandrae.wong@mail.utoronto.ca

Explorations in cataloguing: May Chan at ms.chan@utoronto.ca

Community infrastructure and misc.: Alex Jung at jya.jung@utoronto.ca   

Documentation:

● Wikidata:WikiProject University of Toronto Libraries/Discover Archives
● Full one-hour LD4 presentation slides with notes

Contact Us!

mailto:kelli.babcock@utoronto.ca
mailto:alexandrae.wong@mail.utoronto.ca
mailto:ms.chan@utoronto.ca
mailto:jya.jung@utoronto.ca
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_University_of_Toronto_Libraries/Discover_Archives
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-OgKswOZ0vlnt3zpmJP1xUafcH0xNQG7REzENA6J6cU/edit?usp=sharing

