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NACO Work at CUL

● CUL’s contributions to Name Authority 
Cooperative Program of the PCC 
(NACO)

○ Personal names / corporate 
names

● Staff access to NACO training - 
limiting factor in being able to 
contribute to name authority work



Mellon Audio and 
Moving Image 
(AMI) Project

● Digitize all of Columbia’s 
audiovisual holdings in ~7 years
○ Oral histories (MARC)
○ Archival materials (finding 

aids)
● Pilot Year 2018-2019

○ Digitize and describe ~10,000 
physical objects / 6,500 
intellectual entities 

○ Focus on: Oral histories
● Mellon Foundation 2019-2021

○ Additional ~60,000 physical 
objects

○ Finish Oral histories



AMI Name Authorities in
Oral History Collections 

● Description of name authority 
workflow developed by Alex 
Whelan and David Olson during 
first year of project

○ Research time

○ NACO training

● Changes in AMI workflow - 
Mollie taking over oral history 
cataloging, Alex continuing NAF 
work



Incorporating Wikidata into our NAF Workflow

● Mollie - took over oral history 
cataloging for AMI in second year of 
project; not NACO-trained 

● Wikidata - allows for contribution to 
name authority work with less 
barrier to entry

● Wikidata item creation - easy for 
non-NACO-trained staff to learn

● Wikidata item records can then be 
used by staff with NACO training to 
create LC name authority records



AMI Wikidata to 
NAF workflow

● Mollie enters uncontrolled names in 
tracking spreadsheet

● Wikidata item records created for names 
on list

● Alex then creates NAF records based on 
Wikidata Q-items

○ Add 024 7_ with the Q number to 
point to more robust record in 
Wikidata

● automatic conversion of Wikidata to NAF?

Link to tracking sheet

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1q7zsUZ77H1vih0xOgyXU5d5_1hh1_Vpgo__66FdlFYM/edit?usp=sharing


Item properties for 
living people

● Consulting Wikidata’s Living People policy, 
PCC best practices, and ethics guidelines 
from organizations like SAA to ensure that 
records for oral history interviewees do not 
violate interviewees’ privacy

● Creation of data dictionary properties with 
usage guidelines for all Wikidata person 
properties along with MARC Authority 
element crosswalking

● Core properties for living people

● Application profile for corporate bodies 
created by Metadata Librarians Ryan 
Mendenhall (Columbia University) and Paul 
Burley (Northwestern University)

Link to full data dictionary

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Participants/Columbia_University_Libraries/Living_person_property_mapping
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Northwestern_University_Libraries/corp_draft
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BncEZCRShN9mvuO5mD6zfw9Kiw_C-AH-COPSuarElZ4/edit


Listeria and P5008

● Inspired by Rob Fernandez’s LD4 Wikidata 
Affinity Group presentation to create a 
Listeria list tracking item records for oral 
history interviewees

● Inclusion of property P5008 in item records 
for oral history agents, linking them to 
Q-item created for oral history subproject 
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q101440912

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Participants
/Columbia_University_Libraries/Oral_histories

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q101440912
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Participants/Columbia_University_Libraries/Oral_histories
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Participants/Columbia_University_Libraries/Oral_histories


Possible Future 
Directions

● Creation of additional 
application profiles and Listeria 
lists for other oral 
history-related entities

○ “African-American 
newspapers” connected 
to Black Journalists oral 
history collection

○ Item records for specific 
interviews or interview 
collections



Thank You!

aw3195@columbia.edu
mae2163@columbia.edu 
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